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Among the first acts of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Bay Colony was to set a bounty on wolves: first a

penny for a pelt, then four bushels of corn for a mere scrap of fur. Succeeding generations of

Americans followed the Pilgrims' lead, until by the middle of the 20th century the wolf was driven to

the verge of extinction nearly everywhere outside Alaska. Rick McIntyre, a seasonal park ranger at

Denali, Yellowstone, and other wolf-populated areas, has spent years documenting the behavior of

living wolves. Here he turns to the sad task of documenting America's destruction of the wolf, a

legacy that we may finally be able to undo with the reintroduction of Canis lupus to the wild.

The war began on a small scale within a few years of colonial settlement and eventually escalated

to all the 48 contiguous states. Between 1870 and 1930, extermination of predators, especially

wolves, became national policy carried out by a federal agency, the U.S. Biological Survey (now the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). McIntyre (A Society of Wolves) has collected material from

government reports, journals, newspaper and magazine articles and traditional Native American

stories to illustrate our attitude toward wolves over three centuries. This anthology includes pieces

by James Audubon, Theodore Roosevelt, Ernest Thompson Seton and Aldo Leopold-tales of outlaw

wolves, hunters and trappers. These tales and agency reports are gruesome reading. In the last 50



years, attitudes have changed; with the passage of the Endangered Species Act (1973), wolves

began to make their way back. The final section reports on their reintroduction in national parks.

This is a fine companion to McIntyre's earlier books. Photos. Copyright 1995 Reed Business

Information, Inc.

My wife and I purchased this early anthology of wolves when it was written by Yellowstone Wolf

Project field biologist, Rick McIntyre. It's one of the most comprehensive compilations of

wolves--fact, folklore and mythology. We wanted to own another copy of this very valuable and

dateless collection and actually purchased another used copy from  to give to new Yellowstone

wolves friends from Texas. No one is more dedicated to the study of the natural habits of wolves in

its environment than Rick.

An extremely comprehensive history of American sentiment about the wolf. This book does an

excellent job of covering the various aspects of changing legislation on the wolf at both the federal

and state levels. It also thoroughly cites chants, essays, poems and treatises that map the varying

American views about the wolf. Do not look for detailed biological information in this book, however,

this is a study on human attitudes as they have affected the wolf. A good read for anyone interested

in conservation, or the plight of the wolf in specific.

McIntyre chronicles the history of persecution of our nation's magnificent predator, the wolf. HOW

could people have these views of such incredibly intelligent and social animals which STILL persist

today?Education is so necessary and SO MISSING in our schools about how the federal

government has aided and abetted the livestock industry in the extermination of our nation's

precious assets, it's native predators.A Must Read!
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